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Legacy

Toni Young Whealon (l), president of GPCF and Jeanette
Phillips, GPCF board member (r), present a $11,650 check to
Cameron Milton, PGA Professional, and members of the
Mission Valley Junior Golf Association.

GPCF Tees Off for Mission Valley
Junior Golf Association
Following a compelling speech by Cameron Milton,
PGA Professional and founder/advisor to the Mission
Valley Junior Golf Assoc. (MVJGA), attendees at the
annual Greater Polson Community Foundation (GPCF)
“Passion for Polson Celebration” opened their wallets at

Suicide Prevention Program
Planned for Polson Schools
$20,000 Directed Gift
Provides Funding

An anonymous $20,000 directed gift to the Greater
Polson Community Foundation underwrites the cost of
launching a suicide prevention program, Sources of
Strength (SOS), in Polson Middle School and Polson High
School this fall. The need for such a program was
identified through the “Community Health Needs Assessment” in a survey of local teenagers; 74 percent said their
biggest concern was teenage suicide.
SOS is a peer to peer program that utilizes adult
members to help student leaders put on campaigns and
programs throughout the school year for suicide preventions. Rather than being “crisis driven”, SOS is designed
to address “upstream” causes of suicide, including stigma,
bullying and trust in adults. SOS staff will train adult
mentors selected from the local mental health community.
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the reverse auction and contributed $11,650 to support
the construction of an Indoor Learning Center.
The planned Indoor Learning Center consists of two
indoor simulators attached to City of Polson’s golf course
clubhouse. It will provide the over 700 unique youth
golfers a place to experience golf and its positive attributes during winter months free of charge both after
school and weekends in a safe environment, regardless of
socio-economic status.
Equally as important, the Learning Center will ensure
a permanent long-term funding model for MVJGA
because adults will have access to the simulators at a
regionally competitive hourly rate. A conservative
estimate of $9-$11,000 in fees collected from adult use of
the golf simulators will be sent directly to MVJGA
Operations to fund free use of the simulators for our
youth as well as help fund all MVJGA operations: Golf
in Schools, free junior camp, PGA Junior League, and
High School Golf.
Golf is the fastest growing youth sport in America,
and MVJGA youth golf development programming has
been the model other programs around the nation have
aspired to. In 2018, PGA of America awarded Cameron
and MVJGA the National Youth Player Development
Award, essentially recognizing MVJGA programming
the finest in the USA.
Peer leaders are nominated and selected to cover every
social group in the school. These leaders meet with the
adult mentors monthly and organize projects to reach the
rest of the school.
Total cost for implementation of the program for the
first three years and dissemination to all the schools in the
valley is $18,250. The first two years will cost $5,000 per
year to get the program running in the first school, during
which a local trainer will be trained by the SOS staff.
Once this local trainer is certified, all other schools
can be added to the program for $750 apiece. Maintenance of the program once established in a school is $500
per year. This includes administrative support from the
SOS staff plus all the materials for the program, training,
etc. Local organizers are working with the CSKT for
staffing costs and adults who will be trained as mentors.
For information on the history, philosophy,
curriculum, and implementation of SOS, go to
sourcesofstrength.org.

Hanging Flower Basket Fund Grows
Community members contributed $14,340 in
directed gifts to the hanging flower basket fund in
2019, $565 more than what was contributed in 2018.
Polson’s hanging flower baskets have been named “the
most beautiful in this area” by many visitors. Those
making directed gifts to the GPCF are mailed a receipt
qualifying the donation as tax deductible because the
GPCF is a 501(c)3 organization.
We believe the charm of the hanging baskets and
the colorful plantings in “The Boat Island” at the intersection of highways 93 and 35 have inspired more
Polson businesses and property owners to plant more
pots of flowers and tidy up their landscapes. Thank
you. We are proud of our town, and it shows!

Digging Deep for the Kids
The community celebrated at the ground-breaking
ceremony for the new Polson Boys & Girls Club
facility Tuesday, Sept. 10. GPCF President Toni
Young Whealon presents a $50,000 check to Aric
Cooksley, Executive Director of B&G Club, the
second installment of the total $100,000 donation made
possible by generous donors of the GPCF. One of the
boys in the photo commented that the B&G Club is
important because it is a safe place for kids to be when
their parents are at work.
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Cooking for the Cause
Missoula residents, Bob and Amy Zimorino, have
been donating one of the top items in the live auction at
GPCF’s annual “Passion for Polson Celebration” for
seven years. As a result, they have raised a total of
$34,300 to support grants in the Polson community by
offering to prepare gourmet dinners for six or eight
guests in the successful bidder’s home.
The first dinner sold in 2013 for $1,000, in 2014 the
winning price was $1,700. For three years when the bidding for the dinner got to $2,500, Bob offered to prepare
two dinners if the second bidder agreed to the winning
price, amounting to $5,000. Then, in 2018, bidding was
so competitive the winning bidder paid $3,500 with the
second and third bidders both agreeing to the same
price. The result: three dinners generated $10,500. In
2019, two of Bob and Amy’s dinners brought in $6,100.
The Zimorinos have prepared a wide variety of fivecourse gourmet menus, all beautifully plated and served.
Bob entertains the diners with jokes and stories of his
family’s history as restauranteurs, his own restaurant
and catering businesses, and his love of food. After
dinner he often brings out his guitar and sings.
Why do Bob and Amy work so hard for Polson?
They love coming to Polson where they have many
friends, and they believe in the mission of the GPCF.
Also, Bob and Amy both firmly believe that since they
both have had successful careers in northwest Montana,
they have an obligation to “give back” to the
community. In Bob’s words, “It is all part of the
equation.” GPCF and Polson are very grateful to have
their enthusiastic support.

June Syvrud Music Scholarship Fund
Established
Directed gifts to the June Syvrud Music
Scholarship fund totaled $20,877. The Syvrud
Family will be awarding the first scholarship in
spring, 2020.

Goal: Increase the
Permanent
Endowment to $1M

Designated GPCF Memorials

At the January, 2019 board meeting,
directors approved a motion to increase
the GPCF permanent endowment to
$1M by 2023. This means adding
$100,000 each year, for the next five
years, a challenging assignment. To
date we are nearly half way there for
the 2019 portion and look forward
doing a victory lap by the end of the
year because of your support!
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Planned Gifts, Bequests

Keep Wealth in Montana
In 2006 the Montana Community Foundation funded a county-by-county analysis of the transfer of
wealth (TOW) from one generation to the next. This study was updated in 2011, and the results
indicated that over the next 50 years, $123 billion will transfer to the next generation.
By 2030, 15% to 25% of Montana’s population will be 65 or older placing Montana among the top
five states with the most elderly populations.
Montana has a long history of exporting its wealth. Many of the children who will inherit that $123
billion over the next 50 years no longer live in our state. Montana’s rural counties (like Lake County)
are experiencing their peak years of wealth transfer due to outmigration.
Yet the TOW analysis presents a picture of great opportunity for us, but taking advantage of the
opportunity is up to individuals. Here are five things we each can do to get started:
•
•

Think about what makes Montana special to you and commit to give to your passion.
Call the GPCF, the Montana Community Foundation (406) 443-8313 or your favorite charity to
learn about leaving a legacy for Montana’s future.
• Create an estate plan, or adapt it to help a cause important to you.
• Talk to others about the importance of remembering the community in their plans.
• Give at least 5% to the causes that matter to you, now and for future generations.
Shouldn’t our legacies include a favorite charity, the community that we love where we have put
down “roots”, or where the wealth has generated?

Your Donations at Work

Polson Loaves and Fish volunteers Judi Kase,
Pastor Melanie Martin-Dent, and Sherry Davis are busy
assembling the packs of food to send home with 92
Polson school children so they would have food for the
weekend(s). The “Backpack Program” is a much
needed part of the Polson Loaves and Fish year-around
service in our community.

2019 Grant Recipients
Share $32,700*
Interest earnings from the GPCF permanent
endowment were awarded to 15 local non-profit
organizations:

Flathead Lakers report, “Thanks to the work of our
Citizen Scientists, the Secchi Dip-In event revealed that
water clarity and quality around Flathead Lake is considerably more dynamic than predicted. This knowledge
will shape future conservation efforts to keep Flathead
Lake blue!” This work helped spur the expansion of the
UM-FLBS Flathead Lake Monitoring Program into
Polson Bay, which occurred this summer (2019).

GPCF Website Gets a Facelift
We are excited about the fresh new look of the
GPCF website and believe you will find it inviting,
informative, and more user friendly. Check it out at
greaterpolsoncommunityfoundation.org.

















SKC STEM Academy
Flathead Lake International Cinemafest (FLIC)
Cheerful Heart
Proactive Living Facility
Mission Valley Live
Flathead Lakers
LCCDC - Leadership
Polson Farm to School Project
Ninepipes Museum
Polson Loaves and Fish
North Lake County Public Library
YWAM Tribal Waves
CASA
Mission Valley Aquatics
Lake County Youth Scholarship

Four and a half percent of the interest earnings on
the permanent endowment is awarded each year; any
earnings above that are added to the principal which
can never be invaded or spent. Thus, as the permanent
endowment grows, so does the amount available for
grants. For example, in 2018, $30,705 was awarded.
When GPCF reaches the goal of having $1 million in
the permanent endowment, $45,000 will be available
for grants.
*Note: Total 2019 grant requests amounted to
$81,728.

GPCF Supports the Arts
Mission Valley Live has a full schedule with one
performance per month from October through May. The
first was held October 11 when the Utah Reparatory
Dance Theater held eight different school outreach
workshops before an evening performance at the Ronan
Performing Arts Center.
Mission Valley Live 2019-2020 Season Schedule
7 pm Fri., Oct. 11, 2019 Ronan Performing Arts Center
The Repertory Dance Theater is a graceful, athletic, beautiful
& powerful modern dance group performing a diverse range
of modern dance styles and choreography.

The 8th annual FLIC film festival opens on
Friday, January 24, 2020 at the Showboat Cinemas in
Polson, Montana. FLIC will continue through
Sunday, January 26th, culminating with an Awards
Celebration Sunday afternoon. The festival covers a
broad range of film genres and lengths, with the
longest of around 65 official selection films running
two hours and the shortest a few minutes. Films
include documentaries, narratives, student, and
animated films. FLIC is a cinema lover’s delight and
a warm reprieve from winter’s chill.
What has FLIC accomplished in its 7 years?
• FLIC 2019’s filmmaker guests included Gerald
Molen, producer of Schindler’s List, Adam
Yenser, comedy writer for the Ellen Degeneres
Show, and Nashville musician Tim Ryan, who
joined FLIC for a screening of his PBS film, My
Grandpa’s Fiddle.
• FLIC 2019 featured films from 15 countries.
• FLIC 2020 has already received 93 submissions,
about double the number received by this time in
prior years! Entries thus far have come from 14
countries, including France, Brazil, Germany,
Argentina, Greece, India, Kosovo, Nigeria, and
South Africa.
• Filmmakers now routinely travel from across the
country and even from foreign lands to participate
in FLIC in person.
• Yearly, FLIC hosts a free kids screening at 8:30
Saturday morning with free breakfast provided by
the Polson Rotary Club.
FLIC has grown to become a destination film
festival for filmmakers and film aficionados alike.
FLIC’s success is due in large part to the generous,
consistent support of Greater Polson Community
Foundation. FLIC is very much a product of community support from the GPCF and many other generous
sponsors, volunteers and avid fans of independent
cinema. FLIC is a cultural treasure for Polson,
Montana and beyond.

7 pm Fri., Nov. 22, 2019 Ronan Performing Arts Center
Fiddle champion, multi-style violinist and composer, Mari
Black. Her concerts are energetic, eclectic fiddle music from
all around the globe & include entertaining background
stories and a lot of tapping.
7 pm Tue., Dec. 10, 2019 Polson High School Auditorium
The three Gothard Sisters are multi-instrumental Celticinfluenced folk musicians, songwriters & international
performers. Delightful and fun to watch as they dance their
way through each performance.
7 pm Fri., Jan. 17, 2020 Polson High School Auditorium
Montana’s Ringling 5-all farmers & ranchers - love to tell the
real life stories of Montana farmers and ranchers. Known for
their sense of humor and story telling abilities, they are sure
to entertain everyone.
7 pm Fri., Feb. 21, 2020 Polson High School Auditorium
Johnny B the Piano Man goes beyond a musical
performance, mixing music with story telling &
photography. His presentation will depict life on the
beautiful Flathead Reservation and the influence that the
Flathead Lake plays in our lives.
7 pm Fri., Mar. 20, 2020 Ronan Performing Arts Center
Seffarine features an international blend of soulful Moroccan
vocals and flamenco guitar. Seffarine’s broad, intoxicating
blend of ancient & modern sound incorporates world cultures
into a unified, fresh & expressive voice, full of color.
7 pm Fri., Apr. 24, 2020 Polson High School Auditorium
Stringfever performs on electric string instruments & beat
box. Their shows can be described as “a little bit Classical, a
little bit Rock & Roll, very humorous and a whole lot of
entertainment.”
7 pm Fri., May 22, 2020 Ronan Performing Arts Center
With a warm, seductive, alluring voice, performer Halie
Loren mixes & matches popular songs from a variety of
sources & eras, adds in a few originals and lets her voice
work in its magic on all of them. Once described as a “caress
of satin,” Halie’s voice is able to embody the essence of
gypsy jazz to Brazilian samba.
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GPCF Vision
Statement
We facilitate and invest
in the development of a
robust and welcoming
community where all have
the opportunity to be healthy,
educated, creative,
productive, and prosperous.
___________________
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Linda Fisher
John Mercer
Jeanette Phillips
Garry Pitts
Jim Simpson
Roger Smith
Marcus Vergeront

Penny Jarecki, Past President
Jennifer Rolfsness,
Administrative Assistant

Contact Us

P.O. Box 314
Polson, MT 59860
(406) 883-GPCF (4723)
gpcf4723@gmail.com

greaterpolsoncommunityfoundation.org
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