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Local Nonprofits Earn 
Community Grants

P.O. Box 314
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Dave and Lois Abell
Tom and Elizabeth Acevedo
John and Marilyn Adams
Bill and Lorie Amass
Anonymous
Larry and Dorothy Ashcraft
Kathryn Baddour
Jody Bailey
George and Joleen Barce
Angelica Bato
Richard Beauchamp and Kathryn Johnson
Dr. William and Suzanne Beck
Dick and Bernie Beighlie
Linda Bergedahl
James and Pat Binger
Marshall and Betty Bjork
Richard Blumberg
Ronald and Colleen Bone
James Brown
Joe and Gerry Browning
Marjorie Burgan
Robert and Diane Byers
Jeff Cadieux
Brian and Tricia Campbell
John and Jill Campbell
Century 21 Big Sky Real Estate
Jules and Ann Clavadetscher
Joseph and Grace Collins
Collision Craft
Therese Corbett
John Cowan
Harriet Cox
CSKT Gaming Operations
Ronnie and Linda Davis
Robert Dayton
Wes and Twila Delaney
Denson Ranch
David Duke
Dean and Tarri Duncan
Dar and Rosemary Ekstrom

David and Emily Farra
Fidelity Title Agency
Robert Finke
First Interstate Bank Foundatioin
Travis and Linda Fisher
Boyd and Peggy Foster
Jim and Amy Fraser
Ryan Gage
Robert Gallagher
Greg and Lynn Gardner
Glacier Bank
John and Nancy Glueckert
Jens and Jackie Gran
Linda Greenwood
Frances Grende
Roger and Joan Grimes
John Hackethorn
Don and Joan Hanley
Robert and Johanna Hanson
Scott Harmon
Bruce and Donna Hartman
Pat and Susan Hartman
Les and Arlene Haugen
John and Diane Hensler
Heritage Development Properties
Val and Mari Holms
Roberta Horne
Douglas Houtz
Robert Hughes
Kristin Hughmanik
Jane Irwin
Charles and Henrietta Jarecki
George Jennings
John and Mary Jensen
Kalispell Regional Center
Rev. Gregory and Carrol Karlsgodt
Pear and Pat Karlsgodt
John and Jan Kasson
Kevin and Linda Kennedy
James and Lorie Kiser

Jack and Stephanie Konitz
Jack and Susan Lake
Keith Lanier
Leslie Kay Doerfer-Kiefaber Trust
Valerie Lindstrom
Bruce and Lynn Lowry
Frank and Barbara Lyons
Josh and Jamie Maki
Edgar and Cheryl Maldonado
Lou and Irene Marchello
Ray and Kathy Mathews
Jack Mayfield
Ron and Helen McClellan
Debra McClenahan
Greg and Sue McCormick
Tim and Jennifer McGinnis
Mike Mitchell
Montana Community Foundation
Bob and Betty Moore
Felix Moran
Tom and Barbara Mordock
Don Morgan
Carmine Mowbray
Daniel Murphy
Fred and Sherry Nelson
Gerald and Karol Newgard
Ron and Kathi Normandeau
Colleen Oden
Alice Oechsli
Jerry Orcutt
Sandra Ostertag and Mike Jimenez
David and Nona Overcast
Merle and Dorene Parise
John and Juli Parker
Terry and Patt Payne
Jim and Lora Pearson
Larry and Becky Peltz
Garry and Christine Pitts
Steve and Kim Powell
Jerry and Helen Raunig

The Greater Polson Community 
Foundation awarded grants to seven 

local non profits as part of its 2015-2016 
grant cycle.

“It’s a highlight of our year and why 
we’re here, really,” said GPCF President 
Penny Jarecki at a grant recipient workshop 
Thursday, Sept. 24.

Grants are funded by earnings from the 
foundation’s permanent endowment fund, 
which now has over $570,000. 

This year’s contributions will support 
youth and community-oriented projects 
including enhancing the Flathead Lakers’ 
watershed education program, Boys and 

Girls Club member swim lessons at Mission 
Valley Aquatics and directional signage to 
the Mission Valley Mariners ball fields at 
O’Malley Park.

Others who applied: CASA, Mission 
Valley Christian Academy, North Lake 
County Library District, PEACE.

(Left to right) Penny Jarecki, President Greater 
Polson Community Foundation; Pam O’Mara, 
Dayton-Proctor Park Association ($1,000); Tom 
McDonald, Mission Valley Mariners ($2,425); 
Dawn Veteto, Onward & Upward ($1,000 
matching); Robin Steinkraus, Flathead Lakers 
($2,460); Frank Tyro, Flathead Lake International 
Cinemafest ($2,500); Sue Ball, Sandpiper Art 
Gallery ($875 matching). Behind the camera: Ali 
Bronsdon, Mission Valley Aquatics ($2,500).

Dr. Linda Reksten
Dave and Suz Rittenhouse
Kitte Robins
Donna Rolfson Trust
Sid and Lynette Rundell
Robert and Donna Sauers
Richard and Elizabeth Sawyer
Matt and Tana Seeley
Mike Shoqouist
Barbara Shrider
Mark and Peggy Shrives
Ken Siler and Agnes Rinehart
Jim and Joanne Simpson
Rick and Kathy Skates
Roger and Libby Smith
Dennis and Karen Stewart
Frank and Lulu Stock
James Strainer
S.K. Suter
Bob and June Syvrud
Gary and Nancy Teggeman
KT and Carol Thuerbach
Ron Tjaden
Ken Triepke
Lloyd and Cathy Twite
Keith and Sue Urbach
Marc and Becky Vergeront
Steve and Karen Vinal
Doug and Mary Wadman
Chuck and Natalie Wall
David and Cynthia Waterman
Deborah Weivoda
Jerry and Donna Whealon
Whitefish Credit Union
Shelton and Lois Williams
Douglas and Linda Wold
Ray and Ann Wooldridge
XI Alpha Gamma Chapter Beta Sigma Phi
Yellow Bay Community Club
Antionette Young

The annual Passion for Polson 
Celebration will be held on  

FRIDAY, AUGUST 5, 2016

Save the Date!

For All Of This, 
We Give Thanks

A Note From Penny Jarecki, President

The generosity of our donors has made this an 
exceptional year of growth for the Greater 

Polson Community Foundation. Let us count the 
ways:

First of all, about a year ago, an anonymous donor 
gave GPCF a gift of $50,000.

This was followed by a challenge grant of $50,000. 
If the GPCF could raise $50,000 in three years 
they said, then GPCF would receive another gift 
of $50,000. You donors responded in a big way, 
donating $54,000 in only three months.

These gifts made it possible to add significantly to 
the permanent endowment, which now totals nearly 
$600,000. Only the earnings can be used from this 
fund, and the board intends to continue adding to 
it. Grants funded by earnings will still be awarded 
annually.

In addition, the GPCF board of directors has 
recently adopted an investment plan where two years 
of operating expenses will be held in reserve to meet 
operating needs. (Initial reserve: $100,000.) We 
also have established a fund which will be separate 
from the endowment and readily available in the 
event an opportunity arises to support a project that 
would significantly impact Polson’s economy.  (Initial 

Continued Inside...



investment: $200,000.) These monies are invested in a very conservative fund 
that generates steady income.

Therefore, GPCF has taken a big step that enables it to do as other 
successful community foundations do: build an investment fund that allows 
more flexibility to respond to bigger projects that impact the community.

If a need arises, the principal of the investment funds can be spent, whereas 
with the endowment fund, only the income can be spent.

Another way GPCF has grown: For the first time in its history, a part-time 
administrative assistant has been hired. See the story introducing Jennifer 
Rolfsness elsewhere in these pages.

Investing in DonorPerfect software enables us to keep accurate records of 
our donor base and purchasing QuickBooks for Nonprofits software makes 
our financial record keeping more efficient. 

We are comfortably settled in our office/conference room on Polson’s Main 
Street. It is frequently used by other non-profits as it is such a convenient 

location for meetings. 
Ali Bronsdon donates her time to do the layout for LEGACY, write news 

releases and keep our website up to date.  
All of this growth is made possible because of you donors. As we approach 

Thanksgiving Day, be assured that the hearts of GPCF officers and directors 
are especially filled with gratitude for your faithful and steadfast support. Your 
confidence in the possibilities of GPCF inspires us to be good stewards and 
use your gifts wisely.

Donors Share Passion At Annual Celebration 

Denver Holt has been 
around the world, more 

than a few times, and knows a thing 
or two about beautiful locations 
and natural attractions. He’s the 
director of the Owl Institute in 
Charlo and one of the world’s 
foremost experts on owls. 

Holt was the guest of honor 
at this year’s Annual Passion For 
Polson Celebration, and he wasted 
no time sharing with his audience 
that the Mission Valley is unique, 
and it has a lot to draw one 
particular crowd: birders. 

Holt’s talk brought the theme 
of the party, Go Wild for Polson, 
into sharp focus. He encouraged 

community members, and the 
leaders in attendance, to look into 
nature-based, sustainable tourism 
opportunities to contribute to 
a more vibrant year-round local 
economy.

“A great many people told me 
afterward that this event was the 
best one we have ever had,” said 
GPCF Penny Jarecki, praising 
the location, food, decor and 
presentation. 

A live auction, which rounded 
out the evening with some 
animated bidding, earned $8,700, 
and was highlighted by the sale of 
two “Day With Denver” packages, 
each bringing in $2,800. 

Donor Advised Funds

Bill was in the midst of estate planning, and was considering how best to 
disperse his assets to his favorite charities. If he named them in his will, 

those charities would receive a lump sum all at once. He wanted the recipients 
to receive support steadily over time to better meet their charitable goals. So he 
decided to establish a donor advised fund with his local community foundation 
and take advantage of benefits such as:

• Donor advised funds allow donors to give to charity anonymously. Grants 
from a private foundation are listed on the IRS 990 which is available to anyone 
with internet access.

• Donor advised funds allow donors to get a tax deduction in the year they need it, 
but allows flexibility regarding when the funds are disbursed for grants to charities.  

• There is no 5 percent payout requirement for a donor advised fund, unlike 
doing giving through a private foundation.

• Donor advised funds are not subject to excise taxes, tax preparation fees and 
other administrative expenses that private foundations are charged.

• When setting up a donor advised fund, the donor can name successor 
advisors or arrange to convert the fund to a designated fund after the donor’s 
lifetime. The donor has the assurance that the community foundation will 
continue to honor the donor’s intentions in perpetuity.

Directed Gifts

Suddenly, December 31 was approaching, and Janice had not yet allocated 
her end-of-the-year charitable gifts. She needed time to think about these 

gifts, but she also wanted to take advantage of the tax benefits she would receive if 
she acted before the end of the year.

A solution would be to make a “directed gift” to the Greater Polson 
Community Foundation. Janice would then have the entire following year to 
direct how these funds would be dispersed. Each charity she chose would receive a 
check drawn on her “directed gift” fund and sent by GPCF to her designee.

Also, a “directed gift” also allows the donor to give support to a charitable 
entity which may not be a 501 c 3. An example: Last summer the Polson 
Chamber of Commerce benefitted from directed gifts that covered the cost of 
Polson’s hanging flower baskets. Because donors passed their donations through 
the Greater Polson Community Foundation (a tax-exempt entity), they received 
the tax benefit of making a donation to GPCF which in turn paid the expenses 
for the project. It was a win-win situation. The Chamber collected over twice the 
amount of money than in former years, and the donors were all eligible to receive 
for the first time a tax write-off for this donation.

If you, like Bill and Janice, are interested in learning more about 

establishing a donor advised fund or directed gift, please contact us at 

gpcf4723@gmail.com. The Greater Polson Community Foundation is 

currently managing other donor advised funds and several directed gifts.

Originally 
from the 

Central Montana area 
(Fergus High School in 
Lewistown), I went to 
school at the University 
of Montana with an 
emphasis in Recreation 
Management. I moved 
to the Mission Valley 
in 1992 to take a job as the first Program Director for the 
YMCA, and then spent 15 years at the City of Ronan in 
the Parks Department, developing parks, playgrounds, 
trails and safe routes to school. 

I have spent over 30 years in parks and recreation 
programming and management and now find myself 
working, learning and enjoying different positions in 
the non-profit sector. In addition to working with the 
Greater Polson Community Foundation, I am also the 
administrator for the Helping Hands Fund.

My greatest accomplishments and joys in life, go by 
the names Kiana and Koda. I love watching their school 
activities and sports, and we like to spend time outside on 
our property at the base of the Mission Mountains. We 
spend our summer weekends swimming and boating on 
Flathead Lake and enjoying activities around the valley. I 
spend any free time volunteering for important community 
activities, such as the Lake County Parks Board, Friends 
of Regional Parks and Trails (FORPAT) group, Ronan 
Library District Board, Women 4 Wellness Board, I am 
PTA President and a Raptors Soccer coach. 

I am excited for the future here at the Greater Polson 
Community Foundation. It is so refreshing to be able to 
work with a group of people who have a vision to create 
permanent support for their community as they promote 
philanthropy and generosity with such a local impact. 
The future looks very bright for GPCF.

- Jennifer Rolfsness

Ways To Give

Email: gpcf4723@gmail.com
Telephone: 883-GPCF (883-4723)
Website: greaterpolsoncommunityfoundation.org

Contact Us

Top left, GPCF President Penny Jarecki presents a gift to guest speaker, Denver Holt, of the Owl Institute in Charlo, and one of the world’s foremost experts on owls. Holt 
gave party-goers insight into the area’s nature-based tourism potential, which could bring a boost to the local economy if developed. Lower left, violinist Geoffrey Castle 
dazzles guests with lively melodies. Bottom right, hosted by Darrell and Sandi Cain, the event saw a record number of guests in attendance and raised $21,562.12.

Foundation 
Welcomes 
Administrative 
Assistant
Jennifer Rolfsness brings passion 
and wealth of experience for 
community projects

Learn More About 
Donor Advised Funds And Directed Gifts
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Passion For Polson Event Sees Record Attendance And Raises More Than $20,000


