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Challenge Grant Increases Permanent Endowment
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Important Dates JUNE 19 – Grant applications are due
AUGUST 7 – Grant recipients announced
To Remember
at Passion for Polson Celebration

ast October, the GPCF directors
announced the exciting news of a
$50,000 Challenge Grant that, if
donors could match it, would add a total of
$100,000 to the permanent endowment fund.
The anonymous donor of the Challenge
Grant graciously allowed three years
for GPCF donors to raise the matching
$50,000. However, GPCF directors set
the goal of raising the match by August
so this achievement could be announced
at the annual GPCF “Passion for Polson
Celebration” scheduled for Aug. 7.
With that plan in place, a letter announcing
the Challenge Grant was mailed to donors,
and a bit later, the lead article in the
November newsletter, LEGACY, featured this
opportunity to make a dramatic addition to
the permanent endowment.
Much to the amazement and delight of the

GPCF board of directors, enthusiasm quickly
built and checks from donors came pouring
in. The result? The directors are thrilled to
make an early announcement that as of March
31, 2015, a total of $54,895 has been donated
to the Challenge Match fund and the GPCF
permanent endowment fund balance now
totals $540,000.
This means that earnings from the
endowment will increase and an estimate
of $70,000 more will be available for grants
made in the next 10 years. It also is an
example of the astounding generosity of the
Challenge Grant donor and the belief he/she
has in the future of the Polson community
as well as the potential of the Greater Polson
Community Foundation.
A bus load of happy skiers on the Polson Ski Club ski bus after a
The quick response from donors reflects
great day on the slopes. The Polson Ski Club received a $2,200
grant from the Greater Polson Community Foundation last year. their commitment to the goal of making
(Photo courtesy Matt Bishop.) Polson “the gem of Flathead Lake.”

Go Wild For Polson: A Party You Don’t Want to Miss!
The 2015 Passion for Polson Celebration will be
emphasizing a unique bragging point about life in our community.

Featured guest Denver Holt of the Owl Institute in Charlo
will be sharing stories that explain why we should all
“Go Wild for Polson,” this year’s party theme.

A wonderful four-course dinner preceded by hors d’oeuvres will be
catered by Caffe Firenze of Florence, Mont. The party will be held
at the Darrell and Sandi Cain residence, 34870 Rocky Point Road,
Polson, on Friday, Aug. 7, 2015.

Body Cameras

New Faces

T

he GPCF board of directors
voted to hire a part-time

administrative assistant at the annual
meeting Thursday, April 23. Jennifer
Rolfsness will be responsible for
administrative assistance to directors,
record keeping, raising public
awareness of GPCF and supporting
the efforts of Envision Polson. Since
2008 when GPCF was first organized,
its work has been carried out solely by
volunteers.

The Polson Police Department received a $1,500 grant for the purchase of video recording
equipment police now use when responding to domestic violence calls. According to Polson
Police Chief Wade Nash, the patrol and detectives are very positive about having them and
he believes they will be an added benefit to the city police department.“They are attached to
the officer when they are on their persons. One of the biggest benefits has been capturing the
natural state of the victim as well as the suspect in domestic situations,” Nash said.

T

wo new directors were elected
to the board: Shauna Rubel,

loan officer at Glacier Bank, and
Dave Abell who retired from a career
with Burlington Northern and Loran
Maintenance Way.

Directed Gifts Become A More Popular Way To Give
A directed gift made through the Greater Polson
Community Foundation (GPCF), a qualified 501(c)
(3) organization, allows the donor to receive a tax
benefit even though the designated recipient of that
financial support does not have an official 501(c)(3)
designation.
For example, donors to the Flower Basket Fund,
a project of the Polson Chamber of Commerce
(PCC), will for the first time this year, be able to
claim a tax deduction for their contribution to this
important community project. Checks made payable
to the Greater Polson Community Foundation will
be collected in an earmarked fund to pay for the
baskets and their maintenance.
Amber Pacheco-Holm, PCC office manager, reports
a significant increase in the donations for flower
baskets over what was received in the past. Total cost
of the project is $14,000 for the 85 baskets that add
so much color to Polson’s downtown in summer.
Current fundraising totals $12,525 for the project
with surely more to come.
Other directed gifts recently made via the GPCF:
• $10,000 to be used toward improving the trail
and fishing access at Pablo Reservoir, a proposed
project to be carried out in cooperation with the
Confederated Salish-Kootenai Tribes.
• $5,000 for replanting the triangle garden at
the east end of Ducharme Park.

GPCF Grants Make A Difference
Do grants from the Greater Polson
Community Foundation make a
difference? The answer is a resounding
“Yes!”
Here are comments from some 2014
grant recipients:
• Matt Bishop, advisor to the Polson
Ski Club, which serves 102 student
members, says, “Thanks to GPCF,
more kids are having more smiles on
the slopes.” Even with unseasonably
warm winter temperatures since late
January, there has been a 17 percent
increase in riders on the Saturday ski
bus: 305 student trips in 2015 vs. 259
in 2014. The grant enabled 38 more
students to purchase discounted lift
tickets. Grant amount: $2,287.50
• The Polson Youth Soccer Association
leaders are meeting with City officials
to work out infrastructure details,
and then heavy earthwork of leveling
the fields will begin. GPCF grant will
pay in part for the excavators and
contractors to begin the first crucial and
exciting first step in creating new soccer
fields. Grant amount: $2,500.
• New stage curtains have been hung
in the Polson High School auditorium,
replacing the originals put in place
when the auditorium was built 40
years ago. Polson School District
Superintendent Dr. Linda Reksten
said, “Even though more updates are
needed, the new royal purple stage
curtains have improved the appearance
of the auditorium 100 percent!” Grant
amount: $2,500.

• Bryan River of the Loaves and Fishes
food pantry reported that the new
stand-alone outside storage container
is a spot to keep seasonal maintenance
equipment, hazardous materials such
as gasoline along with bulk supplies
such as cartons of plastic bags, etc. all
benefiting the volunteers who keep the
food pantry operating. Grant amount:
$2,000.
• SAFE Harbor, a shelter for victims
of domestic violence, used its grant
money to purchase two body cameras
for police to wear when they are
responding to domestic violence
calls. Polson Police Chief Wade Nash
says, “One of the biggest benefits has
been capturing the natural state of
the victim as well as the suspect in
domestic situations.” He went on to
say that he has gotten such positive
feedback, cameras have been issued
to all officers who have used them
in a variety of crime scenes. Grant
amount: $1,500.
• The Flathead Lake International
Cinemafest (FLIC), the third year
for this wintertime event, brought
an increase in audience size and
enthusiasm as well as a diverse program
of international independent films
to the Mission Valley. This year, 82
films were screened from 13 different
countries that informed, inspired and
entertained. The FLIC committee is
hard at work on FLIC 2016. Grant
amount: $2,500.
• Mission Valley Aquatics used its
$2,500 grant to partner with the Polson

Mission Valley Aquatics used its $2,500 grant to partner with the Polson
chapter of the Boys and Girls Club so that all Polson B&G Club students can
take swimming lessons. So far, more than 45 students have taken advantage
of the opportunity this year.
chapter of the Boys and Girls Club so
that all Polson B&G Club students
can take swimming lessons if they
choose to do so. The club brings 10
students each month for an eight-class
swim lesson session two nights a week.
Students learn to float, kick, swim and
dive, plus they have lots of fun! Ali
Bronsdon, MVA director says, “We
are so excited to be able to give these
students such an important gift and
hope they have learned valuable skills
to keep them safe in and around the
water. So far, more than 45 students
have taken advantage of the great
opportunity this year.”
• Sonora Grill owner, Rick Moreno,
assisted by staff and volunteers, taught
Boys and Girls Club members the art

of salsa making. In the process they
learned that fresh, unprocessed food
is a great healthy choice, and they also
learned a bit about food safety and
food preparation. They were thrilled
to be able to take home a pint of salsa
they had help make. They will learn
more about fresh food grown locally
when they go on farm field trips this
summer. Grant amount: $2,500.
• Polson Fairgrounds improved the
concession stand with a new eight-foot
island counter/cabinet and new storage
space. Grant amount: $2,500.
• Dayton-Proctor Park used its $797
grant to insulate the park maintenance
building making it more energy
efficient and usable in winter.

Welcome Sign Dedication
New signs welcome visitors at Polson’s three gateways: The north and
south entrances to Polson on US Hwy. 93, and on MT Hwy. 35.

Polson’s Loaves and Fishes food pantry and the Greater Polson Community Foundation were given approximately
$1,000 in stock shares this year. Also, the food pantry received a $2,000 grant from the foundation to purchase an
outside storage container to help with operations.
• $2,200 for concrete curbing on three sides of the
triangle garden near Ducharme Park.
• $1,000 (approx.) in shares of stock divided
between Polson’s Loaves and Fishes food pantry
and the Greater Polson Community Foundation.
• $600 for the Clean Up! Green Up! street banner

promoting the community-wide clean up effort.
• $500 to help fund the drug-detecting canine
for the Lake County Drug Enforcement
Taskforce.
• $300 for Envision Polson’s Beautification
Committee’s printing and advertising needs.

Photo courtesy Steve Pickel

From left in photo: Chad Smith, Polson Chamber; Penny Jarecki,
GPCF president; Louis Cross, Polson Chamber; Rich Forbis, Polson
Chamber; Dorothy Ashcraft, GPCF; Mary Jensen, Beautification
Committee; Heather Knutson, Mayor; Larry Ashcraft. On right:
Gerry Browning; Toni Young, Polson Sign Committee Chair and
GPCF Vice President; Donna Whealon, Whealon Construction;
Mark Shrives, City Manager; Suz Rittenhouse, Beautification
Committee; Amber Pacheco-Holm, Polson Chamber.

you to the families of Nancy Irwin Stewart and Molly Karlsgodt for naming the GPCF as
In Appreciation Thank
memorial fund recipent. Donations may be mailed to GPCF, P. O. Box 314, Polson, MT 59860.

