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n Opportunity Knocks

T

he Greater Polson Community Foundation (GPCF) has been
given an opportunity other local community foundations
only hope for. Anonymous donors have offered a $50,000
“Challenge Match” if other GPCF donors collectively raise
another $50,000.
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This offer makes every donation made after October 15, 2014,
double in value. Every gift of $25 becomes $50; every $100 becomes
$200; every $1,000 becomes $2,000. Thus, the $50,000 “challenge”
plus the $50,000 “match” mean $100,000 will be added to the
GPCF permanent endowment fund.

n GPCF Donors
March 2, 2014 - November 10, 2014
Dave and Lois Abell
Bill and Lorie Amass
Anonymous (2)
Larry and Dorothy Ashcraft
Michael and Marie-Cheyne Auten
George and Joleen Barce
Bill and Tali Barron
Hu and Patsy Beaver
Bill and Susanne Beck
Ann Belen
Marshall and Betty Bjork
Ben and Anne Binger
Jacob and Janice Block
Suzanne Booker
Ali, Cathy and Bruce Bronsdon
Joe and Gerry Browning
Marjorie Burgan
Brian and Tricia Campbell
John and Jill Campbell
Jules and Ann Clavadetscher
Joseph P. Collins
Community Bank
John Cowan
Harriet Cox
Jack and Diane Cummings
Wes and Twila Delaney
Dennis and Patricia DeVries
Robert Finke
Tamara Fisher
Travis and Linda Fisher
First Interstate Bank
Boyd and Peggy Foster
Paul Fugelberg
Ryan Gage
Sam Gary
Robert and Myrna Gauthier
Glacier Bank
Jeannette Gregg
Roger Grimes
Donald and Joan Hanley
Bruce and Donna Hartman
Pat and Susan Hartman
Boyd and Patricia Henneman
Greg and Kate Hertz

Kristin Hughmanick
Jane Irwin
Island Partners
Charles and Henrietta Jarecki
Mary Jensen
Kathryn Johnson and Richard Beauchamp
Kurt and Molly Karlsgodt
Marvin Kaschke
John Kasson and Jan Smith-Kasson
James and Lorie Kiser
Ray and Donna Kordupleski
Craig and Ellen Langel
Jane Laraby
Valerie Lindstrom
Charles and Carol Lockwood
Cheryl Maldonado
Lou and Irene Marchello
Jon and Liz Marchi
Ray and Kathy Mathews
Jack and Susan Mayfield
Malcum E. McCallum
Helen and Ron McClellan
Deb McClenahan
Gregory and Susan McCormick
Tim and Jennifer McGinnis
John Mercer
Montana Community Foundatioin
Bob and Betty Moore
Jason Moore
Fred and Sherry Nelson
Ken and Jeanne Newgard
Ron and Kathi Normandeau
Mark and Shannon Nunlist
Jim and Mary Lee Oliverson
Nori Pearce
Larry and Becky Peltz
Jeanette Phillips
Garry and Christine Pitts
Polson Rotary Club
Murray and Connie Potter
Stephen and Kim Powell
Richard and Sharon Procopio
Jerry and Helen Raunig
Daniel and Katrina Rausch

Jim and Kiana Redmond
Linda Reksten
David and Mary Rensvold
Dave and Suz Rittenhouse
Brian and Marie River
Kitte Robins
Donna Jean Rolfson Trust
Mickey Rosa
Urban and Donna Roth
Steve and Darlene Schiefelbein
Wayne and Maureen Schile
Mark and Peggy Shrives
Gayle and Helen Siemers
Vickee Siemers
Paul Sinclair
Ken Siler and Agnes Rinehart
Jim and Joanne Simpson
Duane Smith
Roger and Libby Smith
State of Montana Employees
Dennis and Karen Stewart
Nancy Stewart
James A. Strainer
Rosemarie Strope
Jim and Phyllis Strosahl
Mac and Karen Swan
Bob and June Syvrud
Patty Tangedal
Frank and Cheryl Thomas
KT and Carol Thuerbach
Brad and Marilyn Trosper
Keith and Sue Urbach
Chip and Karen Vergeront
Marc and Becky Vergeront
David and Cynthia Waterman
Jerry and Donna Whealon
Shelton and Lois Williams
John Winegart and Lisa Bertoglio
Doug and Linda Wold
Ray and Ann Wooldridge
Whitefish Credit Union
Toni Krebsbach Young
Gordon and Abby Zimmerman

As the permanent endowment increases in size, there are more
earnings available to answer needs within our community. The
endowment is permanent, meaning only earnings are spent and not
the principal. Therefore, the principal of the endowment continues
to grow resulting in increased annual distributions available to
improve our community.

Currently, the permanent endowment amounts to $356,000.
The addition of $100,000 will have a profound impact on
future earnings.
GPCF president Penny Jarecki said, “This challenge grant also makes
a profound statement about the generosity of the donors, their
support of and belief in the GPCF’s potential, and their love and
commitment to our community.”
GPCF directors have set the goal of raising the $50,000 match by
next summer. Already, $12,000 has been pledged or donated to
the match. “We hope new, as well as current donors, will take this
opportunity to double their investment in our community’s future.
This is one of those ‘once- in- a- blue moon’ chances to make a real
difference for Polson,” Jarecki said.
Donors to the “Match” will be acknowledged for their generosity at
the annual “Passion for Polson Celebration” in August, 2015.

n New Signage in the Works
n GPCF Named Non-Profit
Organization of the Year
The Greater Polson Community Foundation was honored to
receive the “Non-Profit Organization of the Year” award at
the annual Polson Chamber of Commerce banquet Friday,
November 7. Pictured with the plaque are (l to r) Toni Young,
vice president, Penny Jarecki, president, Dorothy Ashcraft,
secretary. Back row l. to r. are directors Lou Marchello, Gordon
Zimmerman, and Jules Clavadetscher.

New signs welcoming visitors at Polson’s three “gateways” are
nearing completion in the workshop of craftsman, Rob Gunderson.
Rob, a graduate of the Art Institute of Pittsburg, spent ten years with
Studio Displays and as production supervisor for Paramount Studios
before returning to his hometown of Polson. He submitted a scaled
down model of his proposed sign that was displayed, along with two
other design submissions, for a selection contest this past summer.
Rob’s design received the most votes. The finished signs measuring
9 feet x 12 feet will be placed at the north and south entrances to
Polson on Hwy 93 and on Hwy 35. Construction and placement
of the signs is funded by the Polson Chamber of Commerce and
directed gifts administered by the GPCF.

Treasurer’s
Corner

W

hat does an increase of
$100,000 mean to the
permanent endowment fund of
the GPCF after 10 years? The
original 100K would be increased
to $134,000 based on historical
growth, and there would also have
been generated $41,800 in cash
distributions to benefit the Polson
community. That is more than a 100
percent return on our effort to raise
the $50,000 Challenge Match. This
is food for thought in this season of
Thanksgiving.
John Cowan, GPCF Treasurer

n Directed Gifts Fund Garden Upgrade

n 2014 Grants For Community Needs

T

G

he little triangular
shaped garden at the
east end of Ducharme
Park has a new look
paid for with a directed
gift to the GPCF that
memorializes Thomas
J. Doherty who loved
spending time in our
community.

rant recipients for 2014 were announced at the GPCF’s
annual “Passion for Polson Celebration” held August 16.
Altogether, $21,584 was distributed among 10 qualifying
local non-profits this year.
•

Polson Youth Soccer Association was granted $2,500 to help
construct new soccer fields on newly acquired land.

•

Mission Valley Aquatics will receive $2,500 to allow the children
of financially challenged families to use the facilities.

The former plantings
have been replaced with
a selection of cotoneaster,
forsythia, barberry,
juniper, spiraea, and blue oat grass which will provide a seasonal change of color in the area
surrounding the brick planter filled with summer flowers.

•

Polson Ski Club was granted $2,287.50, which will be used to
give financial assistance to youth not otherwise able to participate
in the ski program.

•

Boys and Girls Club was granted $2,500 for a healthy eating/
nutrition program for youth using local produce.

New weed barrier and mulch took the place of the old lava rock.

•

Polson School District received $2,500 for upgrades to the high
school auditorium, the only auditorium in Polson, which has
not been improved for 40 years.

•

Polson Loaves and Fishes was granted $2,000 for the purchase
of a metal storage container.

•

SAFE Harbor received a grant of $1,500 for video devices
to help law enforcement officers provide evidence of
domestic violence.

•

Polson Fairgrounds was granted $2,500 to improve the
concession stand, the commercial kitchen and storage facilities.

A second directed gift to the GPCF replaced the battered railroad ties that marked the
garden’s boundaries on the street side.
These improvements, costing approximately $7,200, welcome our visitors and express the
pride we have in our community.

ZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZ
F

unds raised by summer residents and
“year-rounders” attending the GPCF annual
“Passion for Polson Celebration” in mid-August
added $22,985 to the permanent endowment fund.
This year’s theme, “Viva Polson!” was carried out with bright
tablecloths and sombreros filled with large tissue-paper
flowers, and a background of Latin guitar music.
Proceeds from the live auction supplemented dinner ticket
sales and special gifts. Bidding was especially competitive
for a catered dinner for twelve held at historic Rocky Point
Lodge ($1675.00), the hotel/ticket package for the
Seattle/Seahawks/Denver Broncos game ($1650.00),
and a gourmet dinner for eight held at a lakeside home
on Indian Bay ($1000.00). Bids on six other items
brought the total for the auction to $6,970.00.

Polson Police Chief Wade Nash is pictured with Joleen Barce (l)
administrator of the GPCF Grants and Awards Committee and DeeAnn
Richardon (r), director of Safe Harbor. He is about to receive a $1500
grant check for the purchase of video recording equipment police will
use especially when responding to domestic violence calls.
•

The Flathead Lake International Cinemafest (FLIC) will receive
$2,500 to support the third annual event that sparks our
winter economy

•

The Dayton Proctor Park Association will receive $797 to
insulate a park building for energy-efficient winter use.

Because of generous donors, a total of $125,00 has been
contributed to meet needs in our community since grants were
first awarded in 2009.

n Introducing
New GPCF
Directors
Three new directors have
recently joined the Greater
Polson Community
Foundation board. We
welcome Dorothy Ashcraft,
retired elementary school
teacher who serves as
GPCF secretary, Gordon
Zimmerman, president
of Community Bank,
and (not pictured)
Mark Vergeront,
financial advisor
with Edward Jones.

n Special Grant
For Salish
Point Trail

O

ne of Polson’s most
noticeable improvements
this year has been the construction
of a walking path linking Riverside
Park with Salish Point. The trail,
a cooperative effort between S-K
Tribes and the City of Polson,
was partially funded with Polson
Redevelopment Agency monies.
A number of signs highlighting
local history, geology, flora and
fauna will be added. GPCF
awarded a special $15,000 grant
toward the completion of the trail
which is expected to become an
educational spot for our visitors.

